CHAPTER IV

ENLISTMENT  FOR   LIFE

BY an interesting coincidence the first man who had
encouraged Whittier in literature became his leader in
reforms. William Lloyd Garrison, who had sought
him at the plough as a boy, sought him a little later
for a more important aim, when he encouraged him to
leave all and become an ally of the antislavery move-
ment. Whittier had already published more than a
hundred poems with fair success; he had made friends
in politics and was regarded as a young man of promise
in that direction. But he published in the HaverJiill
Gazette in November, 1831, a poem,f( To William Lloyd
Garrison/7 and from that time forward his career was
determined.

In 1830, about the time when Whittier took the
editorship of the New England Review, Garrison
had been imprisoned in Baltimore as an abolitionist;
in January, 1831, the Liberator'h&d. been established; in
1833 Whittier had printed an anti-slavery pamphlet.
In doing this he had bid farewell to success in politics
and had cast in his lot, not merely with slaves, but with
those who were their defenders even to death. Of these
none came nearer to him, or brought home to him, at the
very beginning, the possible outcome of his own career,
than Dr. Reuben Crandall of Washington, who was ar-
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